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him properly. But, so far as 1 can see, there are no
signs of injury. He can't have been ran over, or any-
thing like that. 1 expect he just fell down from
exhaustion, and went to sleep. He would unconsciously
huddle himself up like that, in an attempt to keep warm,
and that accounts for the position in which he was
found,"
" Can you say how long he's been dead,
sir?"
" Long enough for him to become as rigid as frozen
mutton. 1 can't say more than that, but it oughtn't to
be difficult to deduce it. It was freezing hard all
Wednesday and Thursday, and the snow began to fall
on Thursday evening. Run and ask Mrs. Waller ii she
went along the road on Thursday on her way home,
and if so, what time it was and whether she met any-
body/*
The sergeant went to the house, and returned a lew
minutes later. " Mrs, Waller says that she went home
by the road as she always did till it was snowed up,
sir. She thinks it was between ha 11-past three and four
on Thursday, and she saw nobody until she was nearly
back in Weyford. She didn't meet any strangers at all,
sir."
" 1 see. Well, I expect this poor fellow got here about
dusk, and either fell, or lay down by the roadside. The
place Stickland showed us as where the body was found
was right at the edge of the road, under the bank. It
began'to snow about seven o'clock, ii I remember
rightly, and I expect that he died some time about then.
At a rough estimate, you can say that he has been dead
about forty hours, Now, I can do nothing more here,
Til get back to Weyford, and have the ambulance sent
out. You can ride back with it, and see to the body
being put in the mortuary."
After the doctor had gone, Sergeant Blewitt scribbled